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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 053090 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, AO, CG 

SUBJECT: CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE - BORDER ATTACK ON 
ZAIRE 

FOLLOWING IS CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE ON BORDER ATTACK 
ON ZAIRE WHICH BEGAN MARCH 8. WASHINGTON POST AT LEAST 
AWARE OF DEVELOPMENTS SO STORY SHOULD BREAK TOMORROW 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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MORNING MARCH 10.) 

CONTIGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE - AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN ZAIRE 
BACKGROUND 

SEVEN AMERICAN METHODIST MISSIONARIES IN ZAIRE HAVE 
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REPORTEDLY BEEN PLACED IN HOUSE ARREST BY ARMED INVADERS 
WHO ATTACKED ZAIRE ON MARCH 8. 

THE MISSIONARIES LIVE IN THE TOWN OF KAPANGA, 

IN WESTERN SHABA REGION NEAR THE ANGOLAN BORDER. OTHER 
MISSIONARIES IN THE GENERAL AREA (POSSIBLY ANOTHER DOZEN 
PLUS 2 PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS) HAVE REPORTED NO CONTACT 
WITH THE INVADERS YET AND ARE STILL IN RADIO CONTACT WITH 
THEIR HEADQUARTERS IN LUBUMBASHI. 

THE AREA IN SHABA REGION OF ZAIRE CURRENTLY BEING 
OCCUPIED OR ATTACKED BY AN ARMED FORCE FROM ANGOLA HAS 
BEEN SINCE THE EARLY PART OF THIS CENTURY A CENTER OF 
AMERICAN METHODIST MISSIONAL ACTIVITY. THERE IS A 
MISSIONARY HOSPITAL IN SANDOA AND A DISPENSARY NETWORK 
THROUGHOUT THE AREA. THE HOSPITAL WAS FOUNDED BY THE 
BROTHER OF THE FOUNDER OF PIPER AIRCRAFT AROUND THE TIME 
OF WORLD WAR I. 

THIS AREA IS THE TERRITORY OF THE LUNDA PEOPLE, 

WHOSE MOST FAMOUS SON WAS MOISE TSHOMBE. 

QUESTION: IS IT TRUE THAT AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN ZAIRE 
HAVE BEEN CAPTURED BY SOLDIERS INVADING ZAIRE 
FROM ANGOLA? 

ANSWER: REPORTS FROM ZAIRE ARE COMING IN BUT THEY ARE 
STILL SHORT OF DETAIL. WE ARE IN CONTACT WITH 
THE METHODIST MISSION HEADQUARTERS IN ZAIRE AND 
THEY REPORT THAT SOME OF THEIR PEOPLE IN THE TOWN 
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OF KAPANGA, SHABA REGION, ZAIRE HAVE BEEN PLACED 
IN DETENTION IN THEIR OWN HOUSES. OTHER METHODIST 
MISSIONARIES IN THE AREA REPORT THEY HAVE NOT SEEN 
THE INVADERS AND ARE REMAINING IN RADIO CONTACT WITH 
THEIR HEADQUARTERS. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE US GOVERNMENT DOING TO PROTECT 
THESE MISSIONARIES? 

ANSWER: AS YOU WILL APPRECIATE, THIS AREA IS QUITE 
FAR OFF THE BEATEN PATH. WE HAVE A CONSULATE 
IN THE REGIONAL CAPITAL, LUBUMBASHI, WHICH 
IS LOCATED ABOUT 500 MILES FROM THE TOWNS OF 
KAPANGA AND SANDOA WHERE THE MISSIONARIES ARE 
LOCATED. BOTH THE CONSULATE AND OUR EMBASSY 
IN KINSHASA ARE IN CONSTANT CONTACT WITH THE 
MISSIONARY HEADQUARTERS. NEEDLESS TO SAY, 

WE ARE ALSO IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE ZAIRIAN 
GOVERNMENT. AS SOON AS WE HAVE MORE INFORMATION, 
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WE WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO DETERMINE 
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE. 

QUESTION: WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE REPORTED 
INVASION OF ZAIRE FROM ANGOLA? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES 
THAT AN ARMED MILITARY FORCE HAS ENTERED THE ZAIRIAN 
TOWNS LOCATED ON OR NEAR THE EASTERN BORDER BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. THE INTRUDERS APPARENTLY ENTERED ZAIRE 

ON MARCH 8. REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE INVADERS ARE 
PRESENTLY OCCUPYING THE ZAIRIAN TOWNS OF KAPANGA, 

DILOLO AND KISENGE ALL OF WHICH - IF YOU CHECK A MAP - 
YOU WILL FIND IN THE TRIANGLE FORMED BY ANGOLA'S 
NORTH-EASTERN BORDER WITH ZAIRE. 
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QUESTION: WHAT IS THE US REACTION TO THIS ATTACK ON 
ZAIRE? WHAT ARE WE DOING TO HELP ZAIRE? 

ANSWER: WE ARE, OF COURSE, VERY CONCERNED BY THIS MOUNTING 
EVIDENCE OF AGGRESSION AGAINST A FRIENDLY AFRICAN STATE, 

AND ARE FOLLOWING THE SITUATION CLOSELY TO SEE IN WHAT 
WAY WE MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN RESTORING PEACE TO THE AREA. 

QUESTION: ARE THEY ANY AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE 
AREA UNDER ATTACK? 

ANSWER: YES, THERE ARE ABOUT 20 AMERICAN METHODIST 
MISSIONARIES IN THAT PART OF ZAIRE, PLUS TWO PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS. 

QUESTION: ARE THEY IN ANY DANGER? 

ANSWER: (SEE CONTINGENCY BRIEFING ON MISSIONARIES). 

QUESTION; THE "INVADERS" ARE SAID TO BE MAINLY FORMER 
MEMBERS OF THE KATANGA GENDARMERIE WHO FLED 
TO ANGOLA IN THE SIXTIES. ARE THEY BEING 
USED BY ANGOLA, OR BY DISAFFECTED ZAIRIANS 
WITH ANGOLAN HELP, TO RECLAIM THEIR PROVINCE? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT KNOW THE COMPOSITION OF THE FORCES 
THAT ARE SAID TO BE CONDUCTING THESE INCURSIONS? 

QUESTION: ARE CUBAN TROOPS INVOLVED? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT KNOW. 
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QUESTION: THE ATTACK PRESUMABLY TOOK PLACE WITH THE 
ACQUIESCENCE IF NOT INSTIGATION OF THE SOVIETS. 

IS THIS A CHALLENGE TO THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 
ANSWER: WE HAVE NO BASIS FOR SPECULATING ABOUT SOVIET 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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INVOLVEMENT OR MOTIVATION. 

QUESTION; LAST FEBRUARY 24 ANGOLAN PRESIDENT NETO 
CHARGED THAT ZAIRE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
CONTINUING ATTACKS ON AREAS IN NORTHERN 
ANGOLAN AND THAT ZAIRE IN COLLUSION WITH US 

MILITARY PERSONNEL, WAS PREPARING A MAJOR 
ATTACK ON CABINDA FOR LATER THIS YEAR. ON 
FEBRUARY 26 ANGOLA CHARGED ZAIRE WITH 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR A "MASSACRE" INVOLVING 
SOME 43 DEAD IN A TOWN IN NORTHERN ANGOLA, 

AND A HIGH ANGOLAN OFFICIAL (LUCIO LARA) 

INDICATED ANGOLA MIGHT RETALIATE. 

IS WHAT IS NOW OCCURING ANGOLA’S RETALIATION 
AGAINST ZAIRE? IS THE US INVOLVED IN ANY WAY 
IN THIS SITUATION? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT KNOW THE PURPOSE OF THE ACTIVITY 
REPORTED TO BE TAKING PLACE ON ANGOLA'S EASTERN BORDER 
WITH ZAIRE. FROM WHAT WE KNOW OF NETO’S CHARGES, THE 
PLACES IN ZAIRE FROM WHICH HE SAID INCURSIONS INTO ANGOLA 
ARE BEING MOUNTED ARE ALONG THE NORTHERN BORDER BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES, NOT THE EASTERN BORDER. THE US IS NOT 
INVOLVED IN ANY WAY IN THIS SITUATION. NO US MILITARY 
PERSONNEL OR ANY OTHER PERSONS CONNECTED WITH THE US 
GOVERNMENT IN ANY WAY, ARE INVOLVED IN PLANNING OR 
PARTICIPATING IN ANY OPERATION OF ANY KIND AGAINST ANY 
PART OF ANGOLA. I WOULD NOTE THAT BOTH PRESIDENT CARTER 
AND SECRETARY VANCE HAVE INDICATED THEIR INTEREST IN 
FINDING WAYS TO MOVE TOWARDS NORMALIZATION OF OUR 
RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA. 

QUESTION: DO THESE DEVELOPMENTS INTERFERE OR THREATEN 

THE PROCESS OF NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ANGOLA? 
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ANSWER: SUCH CHARGES DO NOT HELP THE PROCESS OF 

NORMALIZATION. 

QUESTION: WHAT ABOUT REPORTS THAT THERE IS ALSO SOME 

MILITARY ACTIVITY ON ZAIRE'S BORDER WITH 
UGANDA. IS THIS A SQUEEZE PLAY AGAINST 
ZAIRE? IS AMIN TRYING TO DISTRACT 
ATTENTION FROM HIS INTERNAL SITUATION? 

ANSWER: WE CANNOT CONFIRM REPORTS OF ACTIVITY ALONG 

THE ZAIRE-UGANDA BORDER. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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MOSCOW CAPE TOWN 10 MAR 77 QUOTE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 053090 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, AO, CG 

SUBJECT: CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE - BORDER ATTACK ON 
ZAIRE 

FOLLOWING IS CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE ON BORDER ATTACK 
ON ZAIRE WHICH BEGAN MARCH 8. WASHINGTON POST AT LEAST 
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AWARE OF DEVELOPMENTS SO STORY SHOULD BREAK TOMORROW 
MORNING MARCH 10.) 

CONTIGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE - AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN ZAIRE 

BACKGROUND 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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SEVEN AMERICAN METHODIST MISSIONARIES IN ZAIRE HAVE 
REPORTEDLY BEEN PLACED IN HOUSE ARREST BY ARMED INVADERS 
WHO ATTACKED ZAIRE ON MARCH 8. 

THE MISSIONARIES LIVE IN THE TOWN OF KAPANGA, 

IN WESTERN SHABA REGION NEAR THE ANGOLAN BORDER. OTHER 
MISSIONARIES IN THE GENERAL AREA (POSSIBLY ANOTHER DOZEN 
PLUS 2 PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS) HAVE REPORTED NO CONTACT 
WITH THE INVADERS YET AND ARE STILL IN RADIO CONTACT WITH 
THEIR HEADQUARTERS IN LUBUMBASHI. 

THE AREA IN SHABA REGION OF ZAIRE CURRENTLY BEING 
OCCUPIED OR ATTACKED BY AN ARMED FORCE FROM ANGOLA HAS 
BEEN SINCE THE EARLY PART OF THIS CENTURY A CENTER OF 
AMERICAN METHODIST MISSIONAL ACTIVITY. THERE IS A 
MISSIONARY HOSPITAL IN SANDOA AND A DISPENSARY NETWORK 
THROUGHOUT THE AREA. THE HOSPITAL WAS FOUNDED BY THE 
BROTHER OF THE FOUNDER OF PIPER AIRCRAFT AROUND THE TIME 
OF WORLD WAR I. 

THIS AREA IS THE TERRITORY OF THE LUNDA PEOPLE, 

WHOSE MOST FAMOUS SON WAS MOISE TSHOMBE. 

QUESTION: IS IT TRUE THAT AMERICAN MISSIONARIES IN ZAIRE 
HAVE BEEN CAPTURED BY SOLDIERS INVADING ZAIRE 
FROM ANGOLA? 

ANSWER: REPORTS FROM ZAIRE ARE COMING IN BUT THEY ARE 
STILL SHORT OF DETAIL. WE ARE IN CONTACT WITH 
THE METHODIST MISSION HEADQUARTERS IN ZAIRE AND 
THEY REPORT THAT SOME OF THEIR PEOPLE IN THE TOWN 
OF KAPANGA, SHABA REGION, ZAIRE HAVE BEEN PLACED 
IN DETENTION IN THEIR OWN HOUSES. OTHER METHODIST 
MISSIONARIES IN THE AREA REPORT THEY HAVE NOT SEEN 
THE INVADERS AND ARE REMAINING IN RADIO CONTACT WITH 
THEIR HEADQUARTERS. 
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QUESTION: WHAT IS THE US GOVERNMENT DOING TO PROTECT 
THESE MISSIONARIES? 

ANSWER: AS YOU WILL APPRECIATE, THIS AREA IS QUITE 
FAR OFF THE BEATEN PATH. WE HAVE A CONSULATE 
IN THE REGIONAL CAPITAL, LUBUMBASHI, WHICH 
IS LOCATED ABOUT 500 MILES FROM THE TOWNS OF 
KAPANGA AND SANDOA WHERE THE MISSIONARIES ARE 
LOCATED. BOTH THE CONSULATE AND OUR EMBASSY 
IN KINSHASA ARE IN CONSTANT CONTACT WITH THE 
MISSIONARY HEADQUARTERS. NEEDLESS TO SAY, 

WE ARE ALSO IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE ZAIRIAN 
GOVERNMENT. AS SOON AS WE HAVE MORE INFORMATION, 

WE WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO DETERMINE 
WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE. 

QUESTION: WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE REPORTED 
INVASION OF ZAIRE FROM ANGOLA ? 

ANSWER: WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY ZAIRIAN AUTHORITIES 
THAT AN ARMED MILITARY FORCE HAS ENTERED THE ZAIRIAN 
TOWNS LOCATED ON OR NEAR THE EASTERN BORDER BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. THE INTRUDERS APPARENTLY ENTERED ZAIRE 

ON MARCH 8. REPORTS INDICATE THAT THE INVADERS ARE 
PRESENTLY OCCUPYING THE ZAIRIAN TOWNS OF KAPANGA, 

DILOLO AND KISENGE ALL OF WHICH - IF YOU CHECK A MAP - 
YOU WILL FIND IN THE TRIANGLE FORMED BY ANGOLA'S 
NORTH-EASTERN BORDER WITH ZAIRE. 

QUESTION: WHAT IS THE US REACTION TO THIS ATTACK ON 
ZAIRE? WHAT ARE WE DOING TO HELP ZAIRE? 

ANSWER: WE ARE, OF COURSE, VERY CONCERNED BY THIS MOUNTING 
EVIDENCE OF AGGRESSION AGAINST A FRIENDLY AFRICAN STATE, 

AND ARE FOLLOWING THE SITUATION CLOSELY TO SEE IN WHAT 
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WAY WE MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN RESTORING PEACE TO THE AREA. 

QUESTION: ARE THEY ANY AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE 
AREA UNDER ATTACK? 

ANSWER: YES, THERE ARE ABOUT 20 AMERICAN METHODIST 
MISSIONARIES IN THAT PART OF ZAIRE, PLUS TWO PEACE 
CORPS VOLUNTEERS. 

QUESTION: ARE THEY IN ANY DANGER? 
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ANSWER: (SEE CONTINGENCY BRIEFING ON MISSIONARIES). 

QUESTION; THE "INVADERS" ARE SAID TO BE MAINLY FORMER 
MEMBERS OF THE KATANGA GENDARMERIE WHO FLED 
TO ANGOLA IN THE SIXTIES. ARE THEY BEING 
USED BY ANGOLA, OR BY DISAFFECTED ZAIRIANS 
WITH ANGOLAN HELP, TO RECLAIM THEIR PROVINCE? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT KNOW THE COMPOSITION OF THE FORCES 

THAT ARE SAID TO BE CONDUCTING THESE INCURSIONS? 

QUESTION: ARE CUBAN TROOPS INVOLVED? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT KNOW. 

QUESTION: THE ATTACK PRESUMABLY TOOK PLACE WITH THE 
ACQUIESCENCE IF NOT INSTIGATION OF THE SOVIETS. 

IS THIS A CHALLENGE TO THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION 

ANSWER: WE HAVE NO BASIS FOR SPECULATING ABOUT SOVIET 
INVOLVEMENT OR MOTIVATION. 

QUESTION; LAST FEBRUARY 24 ANGOLAN PRESIDENT NETO 
CHARGED THAT ZAIRE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
CONTINUING ATTACKS ON AREAS IN NORTHERN 
ANGOLAN AND THAT ZAIRE IN COLLUSION WITH US 
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MILITARY PERSONNEL, WAS PREPARING A MAJOR 
ATTACK ON CABINDA FOR LATER THIS YEAR. ON 
FEBRUARY 26 ANGOLA CHARGED ZAIRE WITH 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR A "MASSACRE" INVOLVING 
SOME 43 DEAD IN A TOWN IN NORTHERN ANGOLA, 

AND A HIGH ANGOLAN OFFICIAL (LUCIO LARA) 

INDICATED ANGOLA MIGHT RETALIATE. 

IS WHAT IS NOW OCCURING ANGOLA’S RETALIATION 
AGAINST ZAIRE? IS THE US INVOLVED IN ANY WAY 
IN THIS SITUATION? 

ANSWER: WE DO NOT KNOW THE PURPOSE OF THE ACTIVITY 
REPORTED TO BE TAKING PLACE ON ANGOLA'S EASTERN BORDER 
WITH ZAIRE. FROM WHAT WE KNOW OF NETO’S CHARGES, THE 
PLACES IN ZAIRE FROM WHICH HE SAID INCURSIONS INTO ANGOLA 
ARE BEING MOUNTED ARE ALONG THE NORTHERN BORDER BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES, NOT THE EASTERN BORDER. THE US IS NOT 
INVOLVED IN ANY WAY IN THIS SITUATION. NO US MILITARY 
PERSONNEL OR ANY OTHER PERSONS CONNECTED WITH THE US 
GOVERNMENT IN ANY WAY, ARE INVOLVED IN PLANNING OR 
PARTICIPATING IN ANY OPERATION OF ANY KIND AGAINST ANY 
PART OF ANGOLA. I WOULD NOTE THAT BOTH PRESIDENT CARTER 
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AND SECRETARY VANCE HAVE INDICATED THEIR INTEREST IN 
FINDING WAYS TO MOVE TOWARDS NORMALIZATION OF OUR 
RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA. 

QUESTION: DO THESE DEVELOPMENTS INTERFERE OR THREATEN 

THE PROCESS OF NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND ANGOLA? 

ANSWER: SUCH CHARGES DO NOT HELP THE PROCESS OF 

NORMALIZATION. 

QUESTION: WHAT ABOUT REPORTS THAT THERE IS ALSO SOME 

MILITARY ACTIVITY ON ZAIRE'S BORDER WITH 
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UGANDA. IS THIS A SQUEEZE PLAY AGAINST 
ZAIRE? IS AMIN TRYING TO DISTRACT 
ATTENTION FROM HIS INTERNAL SITUATION? 

ANSWER: WE CANNOT CONFIRM REPORTS OF ACTIVITY ALONG 

THE ZAIRE-UGANDA BORDER. 

VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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